




3

I T A L Y  M I L A N o  M I S S I o N

Papers Submitted…
August 18, 2008

Hello!!!

I really liked the book. I thought it turned out very nicely! 
I would love it if you would make one for me. I don’t want 
to make any more work for you, but if you are willing I 
would love to have one!

I actually just sent my papers in to the bishop this after-
noon, so they are on there way! I will hopefully be getting 
my interview with him and with the stake president very 
soon and then sending the papers into the church and 
receiving my call!! I am very excited!

It was so great to hear from you again!!! Love you!

Laura

The Mission Call
September 13, 2008

Hey!!

I finally received my mission call, and let me just tell 
you, it was a roller coaster ride of emotions waiting for 
it to come. It seemed like I was never going to get my 
call; things kept getting delayed and then my call didn’t 
come when I thought it was going to. I expected it on 
Wednesday because that is typically when mission calls 
come, but when I went to get the mail, it wasn’t there. I 
was so disappointed. I cried on and off all day; it was so 
hard not having it come. I tried not to get my hopes up 
of it coming at all that week, but I had heard that some-
times it comes on Thursday or Friday, so trying not to 
get too excited, I was able to calm down a little bit. On 
Thursday, unfortunately, I was let down again, because 
my call wasn’t in the mail. It was pretty much the same 
story with Friday. It was such a hard week. I thought I 
was never going to get a call, like maybe I wasn’t supposed 
to go after all. After I had calmed down a bit, I was able 
to think it through, and decided that it was a test for me 
to see if going on a mission was really what I wanted to 
do. It was a hard decision for me to make because I didn’t 
want to stop school, but when presented with the option 
decided that it was best for me to go now, and not put it 
off anymore, so I put my papers in.

Luckily, I think I passed my test because I finally received 
my call on Saturday, September 13, 2008. It was com-
pletely unexpected. I had gone to work that day and 
wasn’t there for most of the day. I came home from work 
and went to get the mail, because no one had picked it 
up yet. When I opened the mailbox, I saw a big white 
envelope and my hopes rose just a little bit. When I saw 
that it was addressed to me from the Church, I knew my 
call had finally come! I called my family and we set a time 
to all meet to open it up! I was nervous, but at the same 
time it still hadn’t set in that my call was here. I opened 
it up and pulled out the booklet that they sent me and 
was kind of looking through it and had concluded from 
a few of the things I had read that I was going to the Italy 
Milan mission. My sister, Alicia, asked me if there was 
anything left in the envelope and of course there were 
papers in there that I hadn’t noticed before and one of 
them was my formal call to the Italy Milan mission. I 
could hardly believe it. Italy was the exact place I would 
have picked to go if I was given an option. I am so excited 
that that is where I am going! It is surreal and so real at 
the same time! I can hardly wait to get out in the mis-
sion field and teach the people of Italy!! I have always 
wanted to go there, and now I get to! I am so excited 
words don’t even express the joy I felt when I knew that 
that is where I was called!

Sister Laura Ferguson
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Getting Ready to Go
October 9, 2008

Hey!

So, there has been quite a bit that has happened since I 
wrote last. I went shopping with my mom to get my mis-
sionary clothes. At first, it was extremely frustrating, I 
couldn’t find anything that I liked that would fit me…it 
was just plain frustrating. The lady that came over and 
helped us was amazing though, and with her help, I was 
able to get almost all of my clothing. I still need to get a 
coat, a raincoat, boots, nylons, things like that, but for the 
most part, I now have my clothes! I love having a Sister 
Missionary Mall. It was so great to have everything that 
is needed in one place instead of having to go in search 
of all the clothes in various stores. It is so nice to have it 
all in one central location! Granted, I don’t quite have 
everything yet, but without the Sister Missionary Mall, 
it would be so much harder. I am so grateful to whoever 
started it because it was very much needed!

Also, I went through the Bountiful Temple today, 
October 9, 2008. I received my endowments. It was an 
awesome experience, but I’m not going to lie, it was a 
little confusing. I will continue to go back and learn as 
much as I can, but I am still in a kind of daze about it, 
not completely sure what went on, but still wanting to go 
back. I had a temple prep class that went fairly well, but 
I didn’t really feel like I learned anything new, so when I 
went to the temple, I wasn’t really expecting what went 
on there. Overall, it was a good experience and I’m glad 
that I went through with time to spare for my mission, 
so I can continue going and learning. I think it will be 
very beneficial for me to go as much as possible before I 
leave, so that is what I intend to do!

Sister Laura Ferguson

October 25, 2008

Hello again! I went back to the temple for the first time 
since receiving my endowment! I would have gone sooner, 

but I have been sick and did not think it would be wise 
to expose everyone in the temple to it, so I held off ! I did 
not go to the Bountiful Temple though. My family and I 
went up to the Idaho Falls Temple and did a session with 
my Grandma and Grandpa Ferguson! It was a different 
experience, but I think I gained more out of it than I did 
when I went through. I was able to just listen and not 
worry about anything. I can only hope that with each 
time I go to the temple, clarity will come with it. It was 
really neat to go and do a session with my grandparents 
because they were not able to come when I received my 
own. It is a very special thing to go through the temple 
and I am glad that I made the decision to do it when I did!

Sister Laura Ferguson

November 18, 2008

Hey!!

So, I am down to my last days as a non-missionary prepar-
ing to go on a mission! I was able to go to the temple four 
times, in four different temples! I went to the Bountiful 
Temple, the Idaho Falls Temple, the Ogden Temple, and 
the Salt Lake City Temple! I was also able to do two seal-
ing sessions, so that was a cool experience!

It’s crazy to think that I am going to be in the MTC 
tomorrow. I can hardly believe it’s finally time. I gave my 
pre-mission report last Sunday, November 16. It went 
pretty well. I had quite a few people there to support me, 
so that was nice! I spoke on the Holy Ghost. I thought it 
was a pretty fitting topic!

I report to the MTC at noon tomorrow, November 19. 
It is almost surreal to think that it is time. I am very 
excited, but also very nervous. I am pretty much feel-
ing the spectrum of emotions right now. Anyway, I will 
continue to stay in touch!

Sister Laura Ferguson

The Missionary 
Training Center (MTC)

N o v e m b e r  2 1 ,  2 0 0 8
Hello Everyone—
Laura entered the MTC Wednesday at noon. She 
was so excited and ready to go once we arrived at 
the MTC. We haven’t heard anything from her yet 
but hopefully all is well. She will not have email 
access at the MTC but here is her regular address:

Sister Laura Ferguson 
MTC Mailbox #120 
ITA-MIL 0127 
2005 N 900 E 
Provo, Utah 84604-1793
I’m sure she would love to hear from all of you! 
Thanks so much for your love and support. I 
know it means a lot to her.
Carolyn
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November 25, 2008
Week #1 
Buon Giorno!!

So, I have survived my first week, and made it to P-day! 
I didn’t think I was going to be able to email while I was 
here at the MTC, but I am, so yay!!

The first week has been good, stressful, exhausting, and 
hard, but good! We went to a bunch of meetings for the 
first three or four days, but they all had valuable infor-
mation, so I guess it was a good thing! We also started 
learning the language on day 2! I can now pray (not very 
well) and bear my testimony in Italian. We have also 
learned how to conjugate the verbs and speak in past 
tense. It is moving very quickly, but it’s good. It is com-
ing…slowly, but it is coming!

My college (companions) are awesome! I have the oppor-
tunity to have two companions while here in the MTC!  
Their names are Sorella (Sister) Huber from Magna 
Utah, and Sorella Oliver from Sugarhouse, Utah, so 
we are a diverse bunch, but we get along very well!! We 
really complement each other. We have different person-
alities, but are able to work really, really well together!

My teachers are Sorella Jones, who is awesome. She is 
slightly intimidating, but she does an awesome job at 

teaching! And my other teacher is Fratello (Brother) 
Bonham, who is also awesome! He makes it really fun, 
and helps our class relax a little while we are there! 
They are really good, and I look forward to the next two 
months of class with them!

I love the MTC! It has been such a great experience!! I 
was really nervous coming in because I didn’t really know 
what to expect, but it has been amazing! Our zone is the 
best zone here!! They are amazing! We all get along really 
well and just have a good time! It is so cool because when 
we go to the meals we all sit together at the tables and 
when the Sorelle come, the Anziani (Elders) stand and 
wait until we are seated. When we are done eating the 
Anziani take our trays for us…it was a little weird at first, 
but I guess now I have adjusted. It’s pretty awesome!! My 
District is so amazing! The Anziani are so great! They are 
super strong in the church and most of the time I forget 
that most of them are only 19 years old. We have a few 
that are converts, and are older, but they are awesome 
as well!! Our district is AWESOME!!!! We had double 
the amount of missionaries come in the same week since 
Thanksgiving is this week, but everyone is so cool! We 
won’t be receiving any new missionaries this week, but 
we definitely will be next week!! I can hardly wait. When 
we met our zone, it was insanity. They were all so excited 
to meet us and have us join them, it was awesome!!!!




